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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, lines 5 and 8, "the main seating direction" (2 instances) lacks 
antecedent basis. On line 6, "a third position" and "a fourth position" because it is 
referring "third" and "fourth" positions of the "seat base (8)". Earlier in the claim 
Applicant defined "first" and "second" positions of the backrest (1)". However, the "third" 
and "fourth" positions are defined with respect to the "seat base (8)". If the "third" and 
"fourth" positions were defined with respect to the "backrest (1)", it would appear to be 
acceptable. So it would appear the two positions of the "seat base (8)" should be 
labeled as - - first - - and - - second - However, to ensure that it is not confusing 
should probably define them as - - a backrest first position - a - - backrest second 
position - -, - -a seat base first position - and - - a seat base second position - 

In claim 2, lines 2-3, "the spatial region" (2 instances) lacks antecedent basis. 

In claim 4, line 3, "the transmission comprise" should be - - the transmission 
comprises - On lines 3-4, "on the one hand" is unclear and confusing language. On 
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lines 4 and 6, "a fifth position" and "a sixth position" is unclear and confusing language. 
In claim 4, is the first time where there any mention of any positions of the "rails (5,6)". 
So how can the first mention of their positions be "fifth" and "sixth"? Also, on lines 4-5 
and 7, the un-clarity of "the first position", "the third position", "the second position", and 
"the fourth position" carries over from claim 1 . 

In claim 5, line 4, the un-clarity of "a fifth position" and "a sixth position" carries 
over from claim 4. 

• In claim 7, lines 4-5, the un-clarity of "a fifth position" and "a sixth position" 
carries over from claim 4. 

In claim 9, lines 5-6, the un-clarity of "the third position" and "the fourth position" 
carries over from claim 1 . 

In claim 10, lines 3-4, the un-clarity of "the third position" and "the fourth position" 
carries over from claim 1 . 

In claim 11, line 4 the un-clarity of "the third position" and "the fourth position" 
carries over from claim 1 . 

In claim 12, line 3 the un-clarity of "the third position" and "the fourth position" 
carries over from claim 1 . 

The aforementioned problems render the claims vague and indefinite. 
Clarification and/or corrections is reguired. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C, 102(e)). 



Claims 1-3 and 9-10, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Louis (U.S. Patent No. 4,390,205). 

Louis teaches a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (3), a seat part (1) and a seat 
base, the backrest (3) being able to be set into a first position and into a second position 
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by being pivotable relative to tlie seat part (1) about a first rotary spindle (9) arranged 
essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the seat base 
being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being pivotable 
relative to the seat part (1) about a second rotary spindle (5, 7) arranged essentially 
transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in the vehicle seat a 
transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of the backrest (3) 
from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a pivoting movement of the 
seat base from the third position into the fourth position, wherein the spatial region 
taken up by the backrest (3) in the second position at least partially overlaps the spatial 
region taken up by the seat base in the third position, wherein the first and second 
rotary spindles (9) and (5,7), respectively, are provided essentially parallel to each 
other, essentially horizontally and, in the main seating direction, essentially at opposite 
ends of the seat part (1), wherein the setting of the backrest (3) from its first position into 
its second position and the setting of the seat base from its third position into its fourth 
position take place at the same time, wherein the setting of the backrest (3) from its 
second position into its first position and the setting of the seat base from its fourth 
position into its third position take place at the same time. 

Claims 1-3 and 9-10, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Froumajou (U.S. Patent No. 4,382,629). 

Froumajou teaches a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (3), a seat part (1) and 
a seat base, the backrest (3) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
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position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (1) about a first rotary spindle (9) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the 
seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being 
pivotable relative to the seat part (1) about a second rotary spindle (5, 7) arranged 
essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in the 
vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of 
the backrest (3) from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a pivoting 
movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, wherein the 
spatial region taken up by the backrest (3) in the second position at least partially 
overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, wherein the 
first and second rotary spindles (9) and (5,7), respectively, are provided essentially 
parallel to each other, essentially horizontally and, in the main seating direction, 
essentially at opposite ends of the seat part (1 ), wherein the setting of the backrest (3) 
from its first position into its second position and the setting of the seat base from its 
third position into its fourth position take place at the same time, wherein the setting of 
the backrest (3) from its second position into its first position and the setting of the seat 
base from its fourth position into its third position take place at the same time. 

Claims 1-3, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Parsson (U.S. Patent No. 5,044,683). 

Parsson teaches a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (5), a seat part (17) and a 
seat base, the backrest (5) being able to be set into a first position and Into a second 
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position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (17) about a first rotary spindle 
(34,35,50) arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, 
and the seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by 
being pivotable relative to the seat part (17) about a second rotary spindle (18,21) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in 
the vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement 
of the backrest (5) from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a 
pivoting movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, 
wherein the spatial region taken up by the backrest (5) in the second position at least 
partially overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, 
wherein the first and second rotary spindles (34,35,50) and (18,21), respectively, are 
provided essentially parallel to each other, essentially horizontally and, in the main 
seating direction, essentially at opposite ends of the seat part (17). 

Claims 1-3 and 9-10, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Richter et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,482,349). 

Richter et al teach a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (26), a seat part (24) and 
a seat base, the backrest (26) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (24) about a first rotary spindle (31m) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the 
seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being 
pivotable relative to the seat part (24) about a second rotary spindle (39) arranged 
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essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in the 
vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of 
the backrest (26) from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a pivoting 
movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, wherein the 
spatial region taken up by the backrest (26) in the second position at least partially 
overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, wherein the 
first and second rotary spindles (31m) and (39), respectively, are provided essentially 
parallel to each other, essentially horizontally and, in the main seating direction, 
essentially at opposite ends of the seat part (24), wherein the setting of the backrest 
(26) from its first position into its second position and the setting of the seat base from 
its third position into its fourth position take place at the same time, wherein the setting 
of the backrest (26) from its second position into its first position and the setting of the 
seat base from its fourth position into its third position take place at the same time. 

Claims 1-3, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rus (U.S. Patent No. 5,641 ,202). 

Rus teaches a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (14), a seat part (18) and a 
seat base, the backrest (14) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (18) about a first rotary spindle 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the 
seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being 
pivotable relative to the seat part (18) about a second rotary spindle (24) arranged 
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essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in the 
vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of 
the backrest (14) from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a pivoting 
movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, wherein the 
spatial region taken up by the backrest (14) in the second position at least partially 
overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, wherein the 
first and second rotary spindles are provided essentially parallel to each other, 
essentially horizontally and, in the main seating direction, essentially at opposite ends of 
the seat part (18). 

Claims 1-3, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rus (U.S. Patent No. 5,658,046). 

Rus teaches a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (14), a seat part (16) and a 
seat base, the backrest (14) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (16) about a first rotary spindle (38) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the 
seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being 
pivotable relative to the seat part (16) about a second rotary spindle (at 18) arranged 
essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in the 
vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of 
the backrest (14) from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a pivoting 
movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, wherein the 
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spatial region tal<en up by the backrest (14) in tlie second position at least partially 
overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, wherein the 
first and second rotary spindles (38 and the one at 18) are provided essentially parallel 
to each other, essentially horizontally and, in the main seating direction, essentially at 
opposite ends of the seat part (16). 

Claims 1-3, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sutton et al (U.S. Patent Nos. 5,738,41 1 and 5,826,942). 

Sutton et al teach a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (20), a seat part (12) and 
a seat base, the backrest (20) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (12) about a first rotary spindle (30) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the 
seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being 
pivotable relative to the seat part (12) about a second rotary spindle (not shown) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in 
the vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement 
of the backrest (20) from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a 
pivoting movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, 
wherein the spatial region taken up by the backrest (20) in the second position at least 
partially overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, 
wherein the first and second rotary spindles (30 and the one not shown) are provided 
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essentially parallel to each other, essentially horizontally and, in the main seating 
direction, essentially at opposite ends of the seat part (12). 

Claims 1-3, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Namba et a! (U.S. Patent No. 5,954,398). 

Namba et a! teach a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (33a), a seat part (31) 
and a seat base, the backrest (33a) being able to be set into a first position and into a 
second position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (31) about a first rotary 
spindle (37) arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, 
and the seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by 
being pivotable relative to the seat part (31) about a second rotary spindle (15) arranged 
essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in the 
vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of 
the backrest (33a) from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a 
pivoting movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, 
wherein the spatial region taken up by the backrest (33a) in the second position at least 
partially overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, 
wherein the first and second rotary spindles (37,15) are provided essentially parallel to 
each other, essentially horizontally and, in the main seating direction, essentially at 
opposite ends of the seat part (31). 
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Claims 1-3 and 9-10, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Schaefere al (U.S. Patent No. 6,070,934). 

Schaefer e al teaches a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (24), a seat part (20) 
and a seat base, the backrest (24) being able to be set into a first position and into a 
second position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (20) about a first rotary 
spindle (not shown) arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating 
direction, and the seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth 
position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (1) about a second rotary spindle 
(51) arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, 
including in the vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting 
movement of the backrest (24) from the first position into the second position, is coupled 
to a pivoting movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, 
wherein the spatial region taken up by the backrest (24) in the second position at least 
partially overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, 
wherein the first and second rotary spindles (not shown) and (51), respectively, are 
provided essentially parallel to each other, essentially horizontally and, in the main 
seating direction, essentially at opposite ends of the seat part (20), wherein the setting 
of the backrest (24) from its first position into its second position and the setting of the 
seat base from its third position into its fourth position take place at the same time, 
wherein the setting of the backrest (24) from its second position into its first position and 
the setting of the seat base from its fourth position into its third position take place at the 
same time. 
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Claims 1-3, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mitschelen et al et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,193.317 B1). 

Mitsclielen et al teach a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (13), a seat part (14) 
and a seat base, the backrest (13) being able to be set into a first position and into a 
second position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (14) about a first rotary 
spindle (25) arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, 
and the seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by 
being pivotable relative to the seat part (14) about a second rotary spindle (15) arranged 
essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in the 
vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of 
the backrest (13) from the first fDosition into the second position, is coupled to a pivoting 
movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, wherein the 
spatial region taken up by the backrest (13) in the second position at least partially 
overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, wherein the 
first and second rotary spindles (25,15) are provided essentially parallel to each other, 
essentially horizontally and, in the main seating direction, essentially at opposite ends of 
the seat part (20). 
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Claims 1-7. so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Arai et al (U.S. Patent No. (6,183,033 B1). 

Arai et al teach a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (52), a seat part (44) and a 
seat base, the backrest (52) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
position by being pivotable relative to the seat part (44) about a first rotary spindle (106) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the 
seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being 
pivotable relative to the seat part (44) about a second rotary spindle (103 or 104 or 105) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in 
the vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement 
of the backrest (52) from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a 
pivoting movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, 
wherein the spatial region taken up by the backrest (42) in the second position at least 
partially overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, 
wherein the first and second rotary spindles (106) and (103 or 104 or 105), respectively, 
are provided essentially parallel to each other, essentially horizontally and, in the main 
seating direction, essentially at opposite ends of the seat part (44), wherein the 
transmission comprise a first rail (1) and a second rail (4), with a fifth position of the rails 
(1 ,4) relative to each other corresponding to the first position of the backrest (52) and 
the third position of the seat base, and a sixth position of the rails (1 ,4) relative to each 
other corresponding to the second position of the backrest (52) and the fourth position 
of the seat base, wherein a longitudinal displacement of the rails (1 ,4) relative to each 
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other takes place between the fifth position of the rails (1,4) and the sixth position of the 
rails (1 ,4), wherein the vehicle seat has locking means in such a manner that the rails 
(1 ,4) can be locked with respect to a longitudinal displacement, wherein a drive is 
coupled to the rails (1 ,4) wherein, a setting of the rails (1 ,4) from their fifth position into 
their sixth position can be brought about. 

Claims 1-7, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Aral (U.S. Patent No. (6,196,613 B1). 

Arai teaches a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (16), a seat part (5) and a seat 
base, the backrest (16) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
position by being pi-votable relative to the seat part (5) about a first rotary spindle (13) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the 
seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being 
pivotable relative to the seat part (5) about a second rotary spindle (where SI is and 
where fixing and cushion link 17,19, respectively, are attached) arranged essentially 
transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in the vehicle seat a 
transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of the backrest (16) 
from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a pivoting movement of the 
seat base from the third position into the fourth position, wherein the spatial region 
taken up by the backrest (16) in the second position at least partially overlaps the 
spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, wherein the first and 
second rotary spindles (13) and (where SI is and where fixing and cushion link 17,19, 
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respectively, are attached) are provided essentially parallel to each other, essentially 
horizontally and, in the main seating direction, essentially at opposite ends of the seat 
part (5), wherein the transmission comprise a first rail (3) and a second rail (3), with a 
fifth position of the rails (3) relative to each other corresponding to the first position of 
the backrest (16) and the third position of the seat base, and a sixth position of the rails 
(1 ,4) relative to each other corresponding to the second position of the backrest (16) 
and the fourth position of the seat base, wherein a longitudinal displacement of the rails 
(1 ,4) relative to each other takes place between the fifth position of the rails (1 ,4) and 
the sixth position of the rails (3), wherein the vehicle seat has locking means in such a 
manner that the rails (3) can be locked with respect to a longitudinal displacement, 
wherein a drive is coupled to the rails (3) wherein, a setting of the rails (3) from their fifth 
position into their sixth position can be brought about. 

Claims 1-7 and 9-10, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Saberan et a! (U.S. Patent No. (6,899.392 B1). 

Saberan et al teach a vehicle seat comprising a backrest, a seat part and a seat 
base, the backrest being able to be set into a first position and into a second position by 
being pivotable relative to the seat part about a first rotary spindle arranged essentially 
transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the seat base being able to 
be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being pivotable relative to the 
seat part about a second rotary spindle arranged essentially transversely with respect to 
the main seating direction, including in the vehicle seat a transmission configured in 
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such a manner that a pivoting movement of the bacl^rest from the first position into the 
second position, is coupled to a pivoting movement of the seat base from the third 
position into the fourth position, wherein the spatial region taken up by the backrest in 
the second position at least partially overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat 
base in the third position, wherein the first and second rotary spindles and are provided 
essentially parallel to each other, essentially horizontally and, in the main seating 
direction, essentially at opposite ends of the seat part, wherein the transmission 
comprise a first rail and a second rail, with a fifth position of the rails relative to each 
other corresponding to the first position of the backrest and the third position of the seat 
base, and a sixth position of the rails relative to each other corresponding to the second 
position of the backrest and the fourth position of the seat base, wherein a longitudinal 
displacement of the rails relative to each other takes place between the fifth position of 
the rails and the sixth position of the rails, wherein the vehicle seat has locking means 
in such a manner that the rails can be locked with respect to a longitudinal 
displacement, wherein a drive is coupled to the rails wherein, a setting of the rails from 
their fifth position into their sixth position can be brought about, wherein the setting of 
the backrest from its first position into its second position and the setting of the seat 
base from its third position into its fourth position take place at the same time, wherein 
the setting of the backrest from its second position into its first position and the setting of 
the seat base from its fourth position into its third position take place at the same time 
(See Figures 1-9 and specification). 
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Claims 1-10, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Wieclawski (U.S. Patent No. (6,908,155 B1). 

Wieclawski teaches a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (20), a seat part and a 
seat base, the backrest (20) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
position by being pivotable relative to the seat part about a first rotary spindle (S) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the 
seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being 
pivotable relative to the seat part about a second rotary spindle (where is "rocker arm 
40" is attached) arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating 
direction, including in the vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that 
a pivoting movement of the backrest (20) from the first position into the second position, 
is coupled to a pivoting movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth 
position, wherein the spatial region taken up by the backrest (20) in the second position 
at least partially overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third 
position, wherein the first and second rotary spindles (S) and (at "rocker arm 40"), 
respectively, are provided essentially parallel to each other, essentially horizontally and, 
in the main seating direction, essentially at opposite ends of the seat part, wherein the 
transmission comprise a first rail (1) and a second rail (4), with a fifth position of the rails 
(1 ,4) relative to each other corresponding to the first position of the backrest (52) and 
the third position of the seat base, and a sixth position of the rails (1,4) relative to each 
other corresponding to the second position of the backrest (52) and the fourth position 
of the seat base, wherein a longitudinal displacement of the rails (1 ,4) relative to each 
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other takes place between the fifth position of the rails (1 ,4) and the sixth position of the 
rails (12,14), wherein the vehicle seat has locking means in such a manner that the rails 
(12,14) can be locked with respect to a longitudinal displacement, wherein a drive is 
coupled to the rails (12,14) wherein, a setting of the rails (12,14) from their fifth position 
into their sixth position can be brought about, wherein the drive is one of an electric 
actuator, pneumatic actuator and a hydraulic actuator (see claims 1 and 8), wherein the 
setting of the backrest (20) from its first position into its second position and the setting 
of the seat base from its third position into its fourth position take place at the same 
time, wherein the setting of the backrest (20) from its second position into its first 
position and the setting of the seat base from its fourth position into its third position 
take place at the same time. 

Claims 1-7, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sugimoto et al (U.S. Patent No. (6,568.756 B2). 

Sugimoto et al teach a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (5), a seat part and a 
seat base, the backrest (5) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
position by being pivotable relative to the seat part about a first rotary spindle (13) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the 
seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being 
pivotable relative to the seat part about a second rotary spindle (9) arranged essentially 
transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in the vehicle seat a 
transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of the backrest (5) 
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from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a pivoting movement of the 
seat base from the third position into the fourth position, wherein the spatial region 
taken up by the backrest (5) in the second position at least partially overlaps the spatial 
region taken up by the seat base in the third position, wherein the first and second 
rotary spindles (13) and (9) are provided essentially parallel to each other, essentially 
horizontally and, in the main seating direction, essentially at opposite ends of the seat 
part , wherein the transmission comprise a first rail (15) and a second rail (3), with a fifth 
position of the rails (3,1 5) relative to each other corresponding to the first position of the 
backrest (5) and the third position of the seat base, and a sixth position of the rails 
(3,15) relative to each other corresponding to the second position of the backrest (5) 
and the fourth position of the seat base, wherein a longitudinal displacement of the rails 
(3,15) relative to each other takes place between the fifth position of the rails (3,15) and 
the sixth position of the rails (3,15), wherein the vehicle seat has locking means in such 
a manner that the rails (3,15) can be locked with respect to a longitudinal displacement, 
wherein a drive is coupled to the rails (3,15) wherein, a setting of the rails (3,15) from 
their fifth position into their sixth position can be brought about. 

Claims 1-10, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kammerer (U.S. Patent No. (6,655,738 B2). 

Kammerer teaches a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (5), a seat part and a 
seat base, the backrest (5) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
position by being pivotable relative to the seat part about a first rotary spindle arranged 
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essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the seat base 
being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being pivotable 
relative to the seat part about a second rotary spindle arranged essentially transversely 
with respect to the main seating direction, including in the vehicle seat a transmission 
configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of the backrest (5) from the first 
position into the second position, is coupled to a pivoting movement of the seat base 
from the third position into the fourth position, wherein the spatial region taken up by the 
backrest (5) in the second position at least partially overlaps the spatial region taken up 
by the seat base in the third position, wherein the first and second rotary spindles and, 
respectively, are provided essentially parallel to each other, essentially horizontally and, 
in the main seating direction, essentially at opposite ends of the seat part, wherein the 
transmission comprise a first rail and a second rail, with a fifth position of the rails 
relative to each other corresponding to the first position of the backrest and the third 
position of the seat base, and a sixth position of the rails relative to each other 
corresponding to the second position of the backrest (5) and the fourth position of the 
seat base, wherein a longitudinal displacement of the rails relative to each other takes 
place between the fifth position of the rails and the sixth position of the rails, wherein the 
vehicle seat has locking means in such a manner that the rails can be locked with 
respect to a longitudinal displacement, wherein a drive is coupled to the rails wherein, a 
setting of the rails from their fifth position into their sixth position can be brought about, 
wherein the drive is one of an electric actuator, pneumatic actuator and a hydraulic 
actuator (41), wherein the setting of the backrest (5) from its first position into its second 
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position and tlie setting of the seat base from its third position into its fourth position 
take place at the same time, wherein the setting of the backrest (5) from its second 
position into its first position and the setting of the seat base from its fourth position into 
its third position take place at the same time. 

Claims 1-3 and 9-10, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Mukoujima et a! (U.S. Patent No. 7,014,263 B2). 

Mukoujima et al teach a vehicle seat comprising a backrest (14), a seat part and 
a seat base, the backrest (14) being able to be set into a first position and into a second 
position by being pivotable relative to the seat part about a first rotary spindle (33) 
arranged essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, and the 
seat base being able to be set into a third position and into a fourth position by being 
pivotable relative to the seat part about a second rotary spindle (20a or 20b) arranged 
essentially transversely with respect to the main seating direction, including in the 
vehicle seat a transmission configured in such a manner that a pivoting movement of 
the backrest (14) from the first position into the second position, is coupled to a pivoting 
movement of the seat base from the third position into the fourth position, wherein the 
spatial region taken up by the backrest (14) in the second position at least partially 
overlaps the spatial region taken up by the seat base in the third position, wherein the 
first and second rotary spindles (33) and (2da or 20b), respectively, are provided 
essentially parallel to each other, essentially horizontally and, in the main seating 
direction, essentially at opposite ends of the seat part, wherein the setting of the 
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backrest (14) from its first position into its second position and the setting of the seat 
base from its third position into its fourth position take place at the same time, wherein 
the setting of the backrest (14) from its second position into its first position and the 
setting of the seat base from its fourth position into its third position take place at the 
same time. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wieclawski (U.S. Patent No. (6,908,155 B1). 

Wieclawski the obvious use of the structures as claimed. 

Claims 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kammerer (U.S. Patent No. (6,655,738 B2). 

Kammerer the obvious use of the structures as claimed. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Bonnaud, Brennan, Yoshida et al, takeda et al, Kargilis et al, 
Bolsworth et al, Matsuo et al, Smuk, Seibold et al, Jach et al, Makosa, Freijy et al, 
Kayumi et al, Kim, Price et al, Tame, Elterman et al,Tame et al, Kubo, and Epaud et al, 
teah structures and concepts similar to those of the present invention. Queveau et al, 
Hofmann et al. White et al, and Saberan, teach structures and concepts to the present 
invention but have insufficient dates. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney B. White whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-6670. The fax phone, number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Siervice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Rodney B. White, 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
October 22, 2007 




